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The New EU Regime for 
Horizontal Cooperation 
Agreements amongst 
Competitors
The new rules and how they will apply

Tuesday, 1 March 2011, The Stanhope Hotel, 
Brussels

The European Commission has adopted revised R&D 
and Specialisation Block Exemption Regulations and 
revised guidelines on a broad range of horizontal 
cooperation agreements among competitors. 

In some respects, the new rules are a step forward, 
doing more to encourage collaborative R&D 
agreements in line with the political goal of promoting 
innovation in Europe, for example. However, there are 
also some important qualifications: 

•�The availability of the safe harbour for specialisation 
agreements is now dependent on a market 
share threshold applying not only at the level of 
intermediate products but also at the level of 
finished downstream products. 

•�The revised guidelines contain significant new and 
somewhat conservative advice on when information 
exchanges and standard setting agreements are 
likely to be problematic. 

GCR’s conference gathers together industry and 
legal experts as well as leading figures from the 
Commission and leading national competition 
authorities to explore in detail the nuances of the 
new regime and what they mean for business.

GCR is the leading competition 
law and policy journal, renowned 
for its analysis and insight 
on the issues that matter to 
competition professionals.

Subscribers receive the latest competition news e-mailed five 
times a week, in-depth case and market analysis, exclusive 
interviews with leading enforcement officials, plus signature 
surveys such as ‘Rating Enforcement’ and the ‘GCR 100’. 

Subscribers also receive three regional reviews, three 
agency handbooks and three publications from the Who’s 
Who Legal series.

Premium subscribers can also access over 10 years of 
archived GCR print and online content.

For more information on a subscription, please contact
subscriptions@GlobalCompetitionReview.com
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	� Setting the Scene
	 �Donncadh Woods, Deputy Head of Unit for Antitrust 

and Mergers Policy and Scrutiny, DG Competition,	

European Commission

09.30	 �R&D Agreements and Innovation
	 •	 �Overview of what has changed

	 •	 �Do the new rules promote innovation?	

	 �Henning Leupold, Policy Analyst, DG Competition, 	

European Commission	

Jonas Koponen, Partner, Linklaters LLP

10.00	 Joint Production and Specialisation
	 Henning Leupold, Policy Analyst, DG Competition,

	 European Commission	
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Registration fee 

The standard fee is £700 + 21% TVA. There is a special fee 

for in-house lawyers and government agencies of £600 + 21% 

TVA. For early bookings (before 31 January 2011), please take 

£150 off the above rates. The registration fee includes all 

refreshments, lunch and the conference documentation.

Cancellations 

Cancellations received in writing on and before 31 Janu-

ary 2011 will receive a refund less 10%. Cancellations 

received on and between 1 February 2011 and 15 Febru-

ary 2011 will receive a refund less 50%. Cancellations 

received on and after 16 February 2011 will not receive 

a refund. Substitute delegates are welcome at any time. 

Cancellations must be received in writing.

Hotel accommodation 

The cost of accommodation is not included in the event 

fee. Reduced-rate accommodation at the venue or nearby 

can be arranged for you as a free service to GCR delegates 
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Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Bar Standards Board.  
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other Law Business Research publications.
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